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(54) CONGESTION DEGREE DETECTOR 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable high-sensitivity detection by 
removing noises by changing a threshold value for 
binarizing processing corresponding to the lightness/ 
darkness levels of picture elements in a background 
image corresponding to the picture element to be . | 
binarized. |: 
CONSTITUTION: An extracting image to be extracted | 
by a binarizing processing means 24 is constituted so | 
as to be formed through an extraction process | 
different from the conventional process. Namely, The j 
respective picture elements of the extracting image * 
are binarized and extracted with the threshold value 
as a function belonging to the lightness/darkness 
levels of respective correspondent picture elements 
in the background image stored in a background image 
memory 22. Further, the threshold value as the 
function belonging to the lightness/darkness levels is 
set to be changed high when the lightness/darkness 
level shows lightness but to be changed low when 
that level shows darkness. Therefore, the picture element can be binarized by the threshold 
value corresponding to the lightness/darkness level of the background image, and the degree 
of congestion can be accurately detected. 
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